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STRANS? BRANCHES
GHI TAKE PITY. OPERAI
IDONT UNDERSTAND...
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CONDITION.

“THE STRAN" DESIZNATES THE
FIRST SOVERFICN OF ZABOOR DY~
NASTY, KO UNTFED THE KNEDON
‘OF HYIA-BRUYN MANY EONS AL




THEIR CHLLDISH DREAMS SOON CAME

TO REALIZATION. SINCE 7ABOOR AND
OL)A WERE BOTH APPOIN

'COUNCIL OF THIRTY FOR JOINNG THE

FORCES AND COVERNING THE LAND.

e g i
Y

N 2
Tag ian
M e P D=
D SEATEDON TG N TUER ST DECONGIES 0
KA THE O A S A T o
R NI e S0 e TERAATED
R e ek L}
= T T
\ T N
N ) &0

§
£

W A ) »1

SN
AN

(EACE BY CVING BIRTH TO FOUR CHILDREN:
‘THREE BOYS, RESPECTIVELY NAMED SKOOR.
OR. AND A CIRL WHO WAS
WITH A SNISTER NAME GOLOA.
JRSED ONE" OR * NOT DEGIRABLE
DIALECT.




NEHEOUGNC STATE,THS IAY THEY ENHANCED THER NEALTH MD
/0D THe WISTS OF AT,
e T

SKOOR AND NAOUNE FOUNDED A STRONG AN
IANT FAMLLY WHICH WAS ACCOSTUMED TO
DOMNENZNARRED “THE MAI ERANC

AFTER THE DEATH OF 24

CONQUER.
L0k AE D e THone AND AN B
AZED BY NAOUNE (NDERTOOK T0 PURSDE HS




AFTER THE DISAPPEARANCE OF KING
SKOOR HiS WORTHY DESCENDANTS DID
THEIR BEST T0 HONOR HIS MEMORY AND
MANTAN HIS HUCE WORK INTACT
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ARE YO
MAKKE FN
OF ME? =

MAIN BRANCH STILL COVERNS AND BALANCES THE WORLD.
A Ty ST SOME AR HSEESNG THE SERK
OF ZABOOR DYNACTY ALKEADY SELONCS TOTHE PACT AND THAT

ICDOM OF NYM-ERUYN IS SLOWLY DECLINIG
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WORDS, OPERA.
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NOOR AND TENCOOR. CADET BROTHERS
OF SKOOR.LJERE EORN TEN DECADES AFTER
“THER FAMOUS ELDE.




DUE TO HIS FERTILE AND PERVERSE IMAGNATION, TENGOOR ALWAYS MANACED
"TO PUT THE BLAME ON SOMEONE ELGE FOR HIS ACTS. WHILE CROWING. HES
RESENTMENT TOWARDE HIS BROTHER SPREADED 10 THE REST OF THE LIORLD
'AND IT CULTVATED INTO FEROCIOUS HATE TOWARDS ALL LWVING BENCS.

FLED FROM NYM-B

WIFE, TENZOOR UN WITH
O R AR G T SURE Tl SETT S A AEADONED CACTLE
'BOTH 10 THER DEWSE. WHERE THEY LIVED IN STYLE. TRINS WERE EORN FROM THER UNION.

i
THE HERITAZE OF THIS DOMESTIC STAKE WIOULD BE THE
PUNISHMENT FO THEIR DECCENDANTS KO ACE T0 THIS DAY |

'NAMED “THE DEAD ERANCH 35
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THEODOFTME |




'NOOR WAS A SHY TEENAGER. CONTAINED AND wsmmus e uuwv
PRACTICISED ITH MACIC FOR WHICH HE DERVED GREAT

DURMG ONE OF HE WA TEAVELS HE FELLN
LovE HCH PRIESTESS N THE
2URCY GF CODDESS NOKAN IIERE N FOUNDED
AUARE ALY, A STARTING PONT FOR ABUNDANT

'AND NOMADIC PROZENY LJHOSE HALF-EREED AND

'UNCONTROLLED, CHARACTER QUICKLY MADE (MPOSSIRLE.

ANY ATTEMPT OF GENEALOLY...

ACE OF MARRIACE. HE LEFT HIS NATIVE KNCDOM T

N HS 0
‘SEARCH THE WORLD WITHOUT LOOKNG BACK FOR THOSE WHO
DIDNT UNDERSTOOD HIM OR LOVED HIM.




OFTEN ENDOWED
WITH SURPRISNG
POWERS NECRO-

MANCERE CHLDREN

WEREALL ICATIABLE. 3

TRAVELERS.

ca—

F ONE CAN CALL HALASKNI
VILACE N MDDLE OF

NOWHEREI M ASHAMED OF

'ME. OPERA.
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(175 7,
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HISTORY AND
CEOCRAPHY WERE ON
THE SCHOOL PROCRAM
N MODPLIC...TANOT
THAT SMART. VST
WHAT | REMEMEERED.

YOURE RIEHT.
IHAVE NO REASON |2
T0 COMPLAN..

BUT HOW CAN |
BE SURE FF
WORTHY OF IS
WLUSTRIOUS CHAR-
ACTER [ KNEW NOTH-
NG ONTIL TODAY..




LETS TURN BACK. WERE JUST
COE TO RRITATE THEM AND
'EVEN RECRET COMNG DOWN.

INTO THE HOLD,

THE MIND OF
ALAREOL IS

UNPREDI
CYCLOTHYMC THATS
0 "LELL KNOWN.. LETS

OR A VOICE OF A
VREN..

0 rs comne
RO THERE.
N THE END.
SURE OF . B3
{EVEN HEARD”
FNE. THEN
YOU D THERE.
F YOURE SO
SMART.







AT THE END OF
g “THE CORRIDOR...
— i






ALL CAME
DOWNHILL ON
THAT CURSED
NIGHT WHEN
CAPED WITH

THE HELP OF
YOUR SLAVE...

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THIS

SUBSTANCE | FELL IN A SHOCK TH

ME

IAT MADE

FORGET ALLIN A MOMENT.

{ CAME AWARE OF THER

IACE OF WOOPHARCH

AFTER SHE CUT OFF MY
AR SHE BROUCHT ME

LA ROSE UP. SHE DIDNT
EVEN HAD TIME TO TAKE A

BREATH

{EN HER BELLY

Wi
'ROUNDED UP AND STARTED
TOINFLATE...




FATHER! YOU

FEREARTREATS LATER,
HER BELLY SWEELED UP AN
DEFORIMED HDEOUSLY
PAIN LJERE IN HER EVES...

UNDER THE PRES-
‘SURE OF INSANE
FETUS...

AND ON THE TILES

HE QUICKLY REACHED FRICHTENNG
| WAS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE DRUS, BUT | SWEAR. U A D YTl
EMTTING VEROCIOUS GROMLINGS,
JONSTER ATTEMPTED T0 THROW
HIMSELF ON e MOTHER TO BEVOUR
mT0 APART AND T
b




CRABEING OLIAS SHORD,
| THREKITTOWARDS
THE MONSTER LJTH MY

LAST ENERLY.

[LIAS VERY LIEAK
AND [ STRUGZLED
TO OVERCOME MY

HOW MUCH TIME
PASSED? | CANTT SAY..
BUT LHEN | OPENED I
EVES, OLIAWAS STLL
'ALVE AND MONSTER
'DIGAPPEARED...

[ o
THATS WHERE Y0U
FOUND ME WHEN

Y00 ARRVED.

[ ALSO FOUND THE FRONT
DOOR EROKEN AND TRACES OF
BLOOD MXE PLA

THE BEAST VISELY.




CET OFF YOUR BR(
Qb o EYOy TRy o
0 INTERFERE
T e AT
'AS THOSE FURIES!
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WHERE M
HLDREN.., AND FROM TIME
SOME FUN.
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DONT SPEAK SO
> LOUD, MUREAL
S 1 BECANC YOU.

M SICK LKE A JACKAL FROM
A PRARE . [ HAVENAUSER,

MACH... N M)
BRAN (S LKE WATER AND MY
"MUSCLES ARE LIKE MUSH.

LFOUND YOU A
CHANCE TO BE A
CREAT WARRIOR!

LATERL. | WLL BECOME A

Y FEET ONSOLID
= LAND, PROWGE Y01..
N ;
t




EVERYTHING S N CONSTANT.
CHANGE HERE . EVERYTHNG
WOOBLES.. EVERTHING BRAKES.
EVERYTHING SHAKES.. [ VOMTED
ALL MY INARDS . Tl JUST
A CORPSE.

THE IMAGE OF OTSKOOR ARMY LIES
ON YOU ALDNE. MY BOYI YOUR FRIENDS
WILL SEE WHAT A SON FROM.
HALASKNI CAN DO

8
TO DEAL WITH MEL




114 AFRAD
T0UCAME
00 LATE!




LHY ARE YOU
WAITING T0 TAKE
THEM 0UT?
| THEYRE CONG

T0 DROWN!
=7/

| A YOUR SUPE-
RIOR.. Y00 MUST
Ok E T

NDZ 70U

JouvounTaGLy

NCOBORTES Ve
BTG Kewed FORCES O
draie B

WRETCHES..

SOLDIERS] £RAB
THAT WOMANT







e i
YOUR SKN WL NEVER
[| recoveems oeicmaL

HACCRALI LHAT ARE.
YOU DONG T0 ME?




AND WHEN YOU TAKE FULL
CONTROL. YOUR ARM WLL BE A
'FORMDABLE WEAPON...







ANl

FOMED Qg1 |




THINK
£ | WOUNDED IT AND
WHAT WAS THAT CREATURE ’
‘THAT ESCAPED FROM 01 T RUN AWAY. BU
BELLY? SHOULD WE FEAR
RETURN? ITS REVENCE?

WHAT | MEANT
TO SAY WAS THAT

T WOULD BE

NECEGOARY TOKIL

T WITH THE FRST
CONCIDERS THE

N
he y THRK YOU COMMTTED
ANERROR

ADE
Ti
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BECAUSE WHAT OCCURED LOOKS

AN
ANCIENT SPELL..AND [ KNOW ONLY ONE (1§
MAGE WHO IS CAPABLE OF SUCH PRODILY..

REASONABLE THINKING..
PG T T
D OUT
SR AT NI
LHATISRERIL

| AM READY TO BET
“THIS MONSTROSITY.
WL

i
AND KEPT IN CAPTIVITY UNTIL
SKOOR SET HIM FREE IN
EXCHANGE FOR A SERVICE..

D THAT SERVICE S
THEPATE THEOLN 1/

|sm‘ nm' 355

#
INDEED! WE usr NEVER FORGET  THEREFORE. LOWAT OCCURED TODAY S I
P| " ton) THe MG oF OLDORR EY ONE MANNER OR ANOTHER BOUND TO
CAUSED THE DEAD BRANCH... ) THE CURSE OF YOUR FAMLY!




LIHO KNOWS F HE DIDNT
EENEFIT EY PLANTING THE
SEEDS OF HIS VENCEANCE
ON THE STRANLHLE N
KNGS USTICE?

WHO KNOI FF THES
CURSE, DESTNED TO.
PUNISH THE DEAD ERANCH,

WHO KNOKS

F THAT DAY

HAS FNALLY
ARRVEDT

1T ON ANOTHE
T TRUE
BE AN EVNT
"MARVELOUS

IF THE DESTNY OF
THE MONSTER (€ TO
ANNIHLATE THE AN
BRANCH, T WL DO
THE WIORK FOR ME AND
WL SEIZE THE
THRONE MORE EASILY!

\ I THE MONARCHS OF NYM.
/ SRR0K DIRETS L 8 ST OYE AND YU L
HAVE NO CHANCE TO CLAIM THE THRONE .

DOZEN, THE VASSALS OF
OTK0R IRESORT AT 108 ONE
FALSE STEP 10 CLAIK THE PORER..




‘CORDIG T0 AN
RITUALS AD TAKE HE
PLACE WITHOUT EREAKRG
THE EALANCE NSTITUTED

£ THE STRAN.

AS FOR THE
MONSTER, WE MUST
DESTROY I1 BEFORE [T
COMPROMISES 0UR

DESIENS.

SOLUTION...LI" GUESTION THE CARDS.
ID SPRITS. .1 LILL CECTANLY FIND

{DONT KNOW...|LL SEARCH FOR A
A i
T WHEN LE RETURN THE GRL.

WHERE CAN
SHEBEAT

T Tiace P

THERE IS ONLY ONE PLACE WHERE
f| Y0U CAN FIND SHELTER ON THE
‘SOUTH OF WOOPHARCH FURNACE:
PORT CITY OF OPALOOSA.
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(THOUGHT YOUR
roions eee surposen [ oug sieTeR I
0 e 1k ez roe (Ol "ok g
SEVERAL DAVt TANT THAN |
HAVE THOULHTL

{ 1WILL QUICKLY CATCH
N HEROO T G e
AN DT
S 000k
DT heres

i THLL o AFTERHER. 1
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WO YEARS AGO.

THE FORT IS IN
RS 1T CRUBELED |




(LAUGH AT YOUR NAME AS LIELL AS
YOUR TERMS OF ENLICTINAIN [NEED
'SOUP FOR MY MENI SO GET BEHND
THE STOVE. AND MAKE IT SNAPPYT

SiLeNee|
Y0U FOR INSU-

'BORDNATION!

SLENCE Youl
YOURE N JUST LKE
YOUR MOTHER!




LHAT S THS
5 | DONT REALLY

AT KNOW. . A BATTLE AGAINS
BARBARIANS FOR EXAMPLE!

I 04 THAT. . ITS REALLY JUST TO IMPRESS

B8 THE ENEMY . AND THAT DOESNT EXCLUDE.

'ALITTLE RAID OF RECONNAISSANCE FROM
TIME T0 TME..

T T T
TR e e s
AT :

5

1
i

VILLACE TO STRETCH OUR LEGS AND
DONT RUST... L TAKE KEK VEETABLE
ACK... THOSE ARE SOME COOD SEEDS.

ME A SORD. A MOUNT
A HELM [LL LAUNGH AN
ATTHGK
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A MOUNT., YULL
RIGHT UP.YOULL
AL REQMENT AT 70UR DI

AR R \2
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| oveowamn
MERCHANT IN
OPALOOSA

xuom«mn
«m_ MORE
FRIENDS HERE.

JLDN'T REMEMBER THER FINAL
DEETRTION BT HE EENPELRED THEY
PROBABLY STOPPED BY KOC




F

WERE HERE FOR
WEEKS AND [ STI
HAVENT SEEN THE

N b

IMISS MY HERD.
MIREALI MY
STEEANS by
AR FROM THE
MOUNTANS...|
MISS THEM ALL

TERRIELY.

ABOUT LIHAT HAPPENED THE OTHER DAY ON
THE BOAT .. WHEN [ CAME TO ASK FOR YOUR
HELP FOF TO POOR WRETCHES SOLDIERS.
"FOUND I THE CARO HOLD...

ARE YOU TRYING TO CHEER
ME UP LOTH THAT GLORIOUS
‘EPISODE OF MY MLITARY
CAREER?
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THEMSELUE RTD T (Y
WATERS OF HON TO.
ESCAPE FROM THE PACK OF
AgbseesWANTED 10
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AN INSTART N YOUR SLIM.
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CATCH, SNOTTY 0.
AND GUICLY DISAPPEAR...
[DONT NEED Y0U

[HOPE YOURE EAGER
70 SEE ME TOOI
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To escape from Morckoor,

who sees the only means of
/reaching the power in her, Weéna,
together with Opers, embarks on =

0f The Dead Branch continves
its path of destruction. Olda,
Morckoor's sister, gives birth
to the last heir o€ the curseo-
branch, a monstrous being,
destined to serve very
ancient and very
mysterious intentions...




